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l. Whereas numerous forums
keeping the global supply chain
pandemic.

To,
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around the world have recognized the importance of shipping inopen in order to respond to and recover from the covrD-rg

2' And whereas' The Gol'ernlrent of.lndia has promulgated an "Essential Services Maintenance Act,1968'in which the deflnition of essential serrice'meunr,";'uny rairway se.rice or any transport servicefor carriage of passengers or goods by land, water or air with respect to which parliament has thepowers to make law'" As such shipping services are al.ealy defined as essential service in India.
3' And whereas' while Government of India has been very proactive in recognizing the role thatseafarers play in world trade and global commerce and has been sympathetic to their need of changefollowing their respective contractrial tenure onboard ships.
4' And whereas, since the beginning of the covlD-19, the Government of India has recognizedthe seafarers as "Key'.workers" una p.*-itted^crew chung. i, the ports i, Irdi;. The Ministry of HomeAffairs' Govt' of India vide order No. No.40 -3l2oz0-;M-I(A) dated zq.l.iyzounder clause 7 of itsguidelines has included'sea crew'as essential services and supplier. purtt"., The Ministry of HomeAffairs'' Govt' of India vide order No.40-3l2020-DM-(;rdated 2r.04.2020by Sub-clause (iii) underclause 17 had included the movement of persons to ulio* sign-on and sign-off of Indian seafarers atIndian ports and their movenlent fbr the aforesaid purpose as per the Staidard operating procedures(soP)' The SoP has also noted that Directorate Genirai of Shipping wilL pr.r.riu. the detailed protocolwith regard to sign-on ancl sign-off to be lbllorveil. Accordingly. the oirectorate had issued DGS orderNo' 12 of 2020 dated 22'b4'202oand Adde,durns I l? 1: prescribing the Standard operatingProcedures / Protocols (soP) for controlled crew change of Indian..afa...s'at Indian ports to facilitateand regulate crew change for seafarers so that the safe"environment on the ship is not compromised orno contamination is brought from ship to shore. The Directorate has arso pe.mitted and facilitated signon and sign off of foreign seafarers in Indian ports.
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6' This issues with the approvar of Director Generar of Shipping &Govt. of India. Secretary to the


