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DGS Circular No.S of 2016

The Government of lndia has promulgated the Merchant shipping (Recruitment and
Placement of seafarers) Rules, 2005, vide its Notification No. G.s.R. 182 (E) dated 18.03.05,
which has since been superceded by the Merchant shipping (Recruitment and placement of
seafarers) Rules, 2016.The latter rules provide for a mechanism for, the protection of lndian
seafarers working on board lndian and foreign flag vessels and necessary safeguards for their
repatriation in the event of their being stranded, or during other exigencies, when the ship
owner concerned fails to discharge its/his duty of repatriating such seafarers to their home
ports.

2' The Directorate General of shipping, Govt. of lndia has encouraged the placement of
seafarers only through such recruitment and placement service [Rps] providers authorised
under said Rules' However, it has been observed that seafarers continue to be recruited on
board vessels, inter-alia, either directly by foreign flag ship owners or through unauthorised Rps
agencies' ln order to address such issues, this office had, through its DGS circulars No. 9 of
2007[F.No. 33(1) CR/2000/vol.-v] dated zt.og.o7 and No. 2 of 2009 [F. No. 33(1)CR/2000/Vot.-

Vll] dated 21'03'09, decided that such sea service undertaken through unregistered Rps

entities shall not be recognised for the purpose of competency examinations and certifications.
Despite the same, several seafarers continue to get employed directly or through unregistered
RPS entities' since the last two years, this office has migrated many of its official transactional
service delivery processes, including in relation to certif icate of competency t6ocl
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examinations and certifications on an e-Governance platform. As a result, applications of such

candidates who have not been employed through authorised Rps agencies get stuck, as their

sea service does not get reflected in the said system.

3. Some Electro Technical Officers [ETO's] have represented to this office with a request to

consider such sea service for such exa m in ation s/ce rtificat ions, lamenting the prospect of them

being rendered unemployed. This office has undertaken discussions with the ETO Association

and also carried out internal consultations, in the matter. lt is observed that the requirement

for examination & certification of ETos came into being for the first time, through the DGS

srcw circular No. 1 of 2011 [F.No.TR/c lR/6,3) /2ottl dated 10.02.2011. Further, vide this

office EAC Branch Circular No. 131 0f 2015 [F. No. ENG/EXAM-17(9]/99- tldated 31.1-2.15, the

eligibility criteria for such examination and certification were laid down. Hence, at the time

when the said DGS circular and. 9 of 2oo7 and 2 of 2009 were issued, the sea service of the

ETOS was not relevant for the purpose of such examination and certification. Therefore, the

DGs, Gol has decided to partly consider the said representations of the ETo Association.

Accordingly, it has been decided that the sea service of such Electro Technical Officers who

have been directly employed by owners of foreign flag ships can be considered for the purpose

of such examination and certification onlv for such sea service undertaken before 01.11.L6.

The candidates desirous of claiming sea service for the aforesaid purposes are required to
submit the following documents, along with their application forms;

3.1. original cDcs for verification by the Mercantile Marine Departments [MMDs]

concerned (it is clarified that, as stipulated in this office said EAC Branch Circular No.

737 of 2075, every candidate apprying for ETo examinations [coc]shourd be in
possession of an lndian cDC & the sea service performed by him after 01.01.15 should

be with an lndian cDC and such sea service shal be endorsed in the rndian cDc);

3.2. Original passport for verification by the MMD concerned;

3.3. Original letter of sea service from the ship owner concerned;
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3.4. A decraration-cum-undertaking stating that the sea service craimed is genuine
and' if the same is found to be farse, the candidate shaI be riabre to appropriate
action(s) under the Merchant 5hipping Act, 1958, as amended.

4 The MMDs mey accept such sea service only after due verification of the said original
documents' such sea service sha, be accepted onry with the prior & formar approvar of the
jurisdictional Principar officer of the MMD concerned. The ratter may, in case of any doubt,
verify the sea service directry with the ship owners concerned. rt is reiterated that this

for
recognition of the sea-service on foreign flag ship

have been undertaken only through a recruitment

DGS,GOI.

5. This circular issues with the

to the Govt. of lndia.

post 01.11.16, the sa id

and placement service

sea service should

authorised by the

approval of the Director General of Shipping and Secretary

./
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Deputy Director u"r"r:?:fr :Jrl;Xlffi

To,

1. Nautical/Engineering Branches, DGS, Gol.
, 

I:ffi*, 
Officers, Mercantite Marine Departments, Mumbai, Chennai, Kotkata, Kandla &

3 Surveyors-in-charge, 
_Mercantire. Marine Departments, 

. 
Jamnagar, Goa, Mangarore,Tuticorin, Vshakhapatnam, paradip, i"foi". p,ii'eirir. & Noida.

Copy fonruarded for an information to the ;

Secretary to thecovt. of lndia, tlllnisfry of Shipping, [Attn : Shri K. Touthang, Director(MA)l Transport Bhavan, .l 
, partiament st** "ru."r, biiiii _"i r ooot .

Hindi & E-governances Branches D_G-s, Gor, for the Hindi transration & uproading of thiscircular on the official website of the oCs, CJr, i".p".iir"fy.'
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