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                               M.S. Notice 10 of 2004 
	NO:7-NT(27)/99-Pt-I                                                                     
	 Dated: January 5, 2005

	Sub: Examination system for serving Naval Officers to obtain Certificate of Competency (Limited) issued under Regulation II / 1 of STCW'78 as amended.



	1.      Executive Summary :
1.1    Introduction
1.1.1 The International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watch-keeping for Seafarers (STCW) of 1978 as amended has established minimum standards of competence for personnel serving at sea in order to promote safety of life and property at sea and protection of the marine environment. The Convention makes it mandatory for all parties to prescribe framework for minimum standards of training, experience, examination and certification for each certificate under a quality system.
1.1.2   The scope of the Convention extends to all seafarers serving on board seagoing ships. Understanding certain commonality of navigation in the high seas for merchant ship and man-of-war and appreciating the nature of duties of such ships, the Convention under Article III states“….each  Party shall ensure, by adoption of appropriate measures not impairing the operations or operational capabilities of such ships [warships or naval auxiliaries ] owned or operated by it, that the persons serving on board such ships meet the requirements of the convention so far as is reasonable and practicable…”
1.2    Objective :         
1.2.1 Objective of this M.S. Notice is to outline the examination procedure within the overall purview of MS(STCW) Rules 1998, and keeping in mind Art. III of STCW Convention, for serving Naval officers to obtain Certificate of Competency [Limited] issued under Regulation II/1 of STCW’78 as amended. 
 2.      Definitions :
In this M.S. Notice, definitions as stipulated in the MS(STCW) Rules 1998, will be applicable unless the context otherwise requires.
 3.    Issuance of Certificate of Competency:
A Certificate of Competency (Limited) may be issued fulfilling the requirements for Navigation and Radio Communication functions of Reg. II/1 of the STCW 1978 as amended and the MS(STCW) Rules 1998 read with META Manual Vol. I & II as applicable. In order that this certificate of Competency (Limited) is to be valid for service on Merchant ships, additional training and examination is required which is addressed  in Para 7 of this M.S. Notice.
4.     Quality Standards:
Naval Institutes imparting training are to ensure that their training procedures and internal assessments are continuously monitored through established quality standards systems including the qualifications and experience of instructors and assessors as prescribed under regulation I/8 and I/6 of STCW 95 respectively.
5.    Standards of Medical fitness:
Every candidate for certification shall provide satisfactory proof of a medical fitness certificate including eyesight and hearing as prescribed in the Merchant Shipping (Medical Examination) Rules 2000 as amended.
6.    Minimum requirements for certification :
       6.1   Every candidate for certification shall – 
 6.1.1  be not less than 18 years of age on the date of application for the examination. 
       6.1.2 should have passed class XII with minimum 60% aggregate in Physics, Chemistry & Maths 
                (PCM) or passed B.Sc (PCM) with minimum 55% aggregate. 
 6.1.3  be a serving Indian Naval officer in the Executive Branch of  the Navy. 
       6.1.4  should have joined NDA / Naval Academy either for Permanent or Short Service Commission 
                course and have passed out on or after Nov 02 and subsequently been commissioned in the 
                Executive Branch of the Navy.
       6.1.5  should have completed at least 18 months of sea-service inclusive of at least 6 months of actual 
                bridge watch-keeping duties under the supervision of a duly qualified Naval watch- keeping officer 
                of a sea going ships of Indian Navy.
       6.1.6  should have obtained Naval watch-keeping certificate.
 6.1.7  should have maintained a Training Record Book, approved by the D.G. Shipping, for recording his 
           training ashore and on board ships. This Record Book will be assessed for the purpose of 
           compliance with Structured Ship board Training Programme required under the META Manual.
      6.1.8  should also meet such other requirements as amended for Merchant Navy officers, from time to 
                time. 
       6.2    Documentary evidence for compliance of above to be submitted to the respective Examination 
               Centers of Mercantile Marine Departments for assessment.
 7.      Examination System
       7.1   The Convention prescribes the syllabus for training and    assessment under 15 competencies for 
              certificate of Competency for officer in- charge of Navigation Watch. These are grouped under four 
              functions, namely, Navigation, Cargo Handling & Stowage, Controlling of the operation of ship & 
              care for persons on board and Radio Communication (provisions of chapter IV). In addition, 
              prescribed modular courses as applicable for Second Mate (F.G.) certificate are to be complied 
              with. 
      7.2    A Joint Working Group comprising of representatives from Naval Headquarters and the Directorate 
              General of Shipping compared the syllabus of existing Naval training and that required under 
              STCW’78 as amended, for obtaining Certificate of Competency (Limited) under Reg.II/1 and 
              recommended appropriate additional training in NDA and INS Mondavi to bring up the Naval training 
              at par with requirements of STCW’78 as amended in 1995, in as far as Navigation Function is 
              concerned. 
    7.3    Any amendments to Naval syllabus to incorporate the subjects of other two functions i.e. Cargo 
            Handling & Stowage and Controlling of Ship operations were considered infructuous due to 
            fundamental differences in the functioning of Warships and Merchant ships and also since these 
            subjects essentially did not relate to the duties of an executive officers of war ships.
 7.4    Modular Courses
          Following Modular Courses are required to be undertaken by candidates :
7.4.1    Personal Safety & Social Responsibilities.
7.4.2    Elementary First Aid                                         These courses             
7.4.3    Fire Prevention & Fire Fighting                           may be undertaken 
7.4.4    Personal survival techniques                              at pre-sea stage.
7.4.5    Radar Observers Course,         
7.4.6    Automatic Radar Plotting Aid Course 
7.4.7    GMDSS (GOC) course and obtain STCW endorsement on the same as per Chapter IV of 
           MS(STCW) Rules 1998
7.4.8    Proficiency in Survival Craft and Rescue Boats Course
7.4.9    Advanced Fire Fighting
7.4.10   Medical First Aid
7.4.11   Additional Modular courses that may be included for Merchant navy training  under Reg. II/1 of 
            STCW 1978 as amended. 
 8.      Examination and Certification
8.1    Officers who have attained the Naval Watch-keeping certificate, and have completed aforesaid modular courses, and declared eligible by Mercantile Marine Department, (pursuant to Para 6 of this M.S. Notice), may appear for written and orals examination of Navigation function under reg.  II/1.  This examination would be conducted by the DG Shipping in accordance with the established procedures applicable to regular Merchant Navy candidates. 
 8.2   The written and orals examination for Naval officers would be conducted at the designated examination 
         center of Mercantile Marine Department, Kochi  twice a year subject to infrastructure arrangements 
         being satisfactory to the Chief Examiner of Master & Mates. 
8.3    The written exam will be same as for regular Merchant Navy Officers and will be conducted on the 
         same days as for regular examination being conducted by the D.G. Shipping.
8.4    The orals examination will be conducted at designated examination center of Mercantile Marine Department at Mumbai, Kolkata and Chennai by an examiner of the D.G. Shipping and assisted by a Naval officer who is a navigation specialist and has adequate sea exposure. Such Naval officer should not actually be involved with training of navigation function for same examinees. Chief Examiner of Master & Mates of the D.G.Shipping will continue to be the final authority on conduct of all examination under the MS(STCW) Rules, 1998.
8.5    Successful candidates would be awarded Certificate of Competency [Limited] under Reg.  II/1 for 
          Navigation and Radio-communication functions.  Format of this certificate is attached at Annexure 1.
8.6     The validity of this certificate is for 5 years from the date of examination passed. Requirement for revalidation of navigation function would be, sea-service of at least one year in the preceding five years on board Naval/ Merchant trading ship failing which, candidate will be required to attend the Navigation component of post-sea education course for officer-in-charge of a navigational watch. Requirement for revalidation of Radio function would be,  same as applicable for regular merchant navy officers.
8.7     The holder of a Certificate of Competency (Limited) is permitted to be employed in the capacity as 
          Trainee Deck Officer on board Merchant Ship.
8.8     On completion of six months sea going service on board a trading ship, the officer is permitted to 
         appear in written / oral examinations in the functions of Cargo Stowage & Handling as well as in Ship 
         Operations and Care Of Personnel after attending prescribed preparatory course.
8.8.1   On successful completion of the above mentioned course, examinations and subject to total of 36 
          months of sea service including 06 months seagoing service on board a trading ship, the candidate 
          will be awarded a regular Certificate of Competence as Second Mate (Foreign Going) under RegII/1 of 
          STCW 95 as amended.
8.9     This notice may be amended, repealed for compliance with requirement as laid down under STCW 95 
          and MS STCW Rule 1998 as amended.
 9.      Fees :
Fees for assessment and examination would be as per relevant provisions of M.S.(STCW) Rules, 1998 as amended.
 10.      This issues with the approval of the Director General of Shipping and Ex-Officio Addl. Secretary  to the Govt. of India. 

(Capt. H. Khatri)
Nautical Surveyor-cum
Dy. Directorate General of Shipping [Tech]
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