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Sub: Merchant Shipping (Fire Appliances) Rules 1969/ 1990.
Re: Exemption from requirement of Bellows Type Breathing Apparatus



	
1.         As per The Merchant Shipping (Fire Appliances) Rules, 1969 / 1990 as amended at least one fire-man's outfit of air hose type is required for various Class of vessels, as stated in Rule  21 of M.S. FFA Rules 1969 and Rule 35 of M.S. FFA Rules 1990, and the remainder shall include breathing apparatus of self contained type. 
2.         It is observed that a number of Indian shipping companies are requesting for exemption from the requirement of bellows type breathing apparatus as they are unable to procure an approved type for their ships when they acquire ship or for the replacement of an old unserviceable bellows type breathing apparatus. 
3.         In view of the above, the Chief Surveyor with the Govt. of India has granted exemption from requirement of bellows type breathing apparatus provided sufficient numbers of self contained breathing apparatus are provided on board meeting regulatory requirements as stated above including one in lieu of bellows type breathing apparatus.
4.         Every self contained breathing apparatus shall comply with the  requirements of Rule 4 (g)  of Schedule VI of  Merchant Shipping (Fire Appliances) Rules, 1990,  with respect to spare charges and means for recharging the air cylinders, wherever the breathing apparatus (Air Hose Type) is being replaced by Self Contained breathing apparatus. 
             All shipping companies are required to adhere to the above guidelines in case bellows type breathing apparatus is not provided on board and no exemption henceforth will be granted by the Directorate.
            This is issued with the permission of Chief Surveyor with Govt. of India.
                                                                                                        
Sd/-
(D.Mehrotra)
Dy. Chief Surveyor cum Sr.DDG(Tech)
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