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	NO: ENG/MMAM-37(6)/99 Vol.I                                                 
	Dated 29.12.2010

	Subject:-  Additional guidelines for periodic servicing and maintenance of 
              Lifeboats, Launching appliances and On-load release gear.

	 
Despite specific guidelines issued from this Directorate regarding servicing and maintenance of Lifeboats, Launching appliances and On load release gear vide Engineering Circular 122 dated 26th August, 2010, it has come to the notice that the said guidelines are not being adhered to in letter and spirit.  For example, of late it has been observed that some ships have been certified towards having serviced the Lifeboats, Launching appliances and On load release gear by the service representative in accordance to SOLAS Regulation III/20 and 36 MSC .1/Circ. 1206 Rev. 1 without even lowering the Lifeboat in water.  It may be noted that the MSC.1/Circ. 1206 Rev. 1 clearly states following requirements:- 
1.         Operation test of on load release function has to be tested by positioning the lifeboat partially into water (2.5.1 of appendix to Annex 1 of MSC 1/Circ. 1206/Rev. 1).
2.         Operation test of off-load release function has to be tested by positioning the lifeboat fully waterborne (2.6.1 of appendix to Annex 1 of MSC 1/Circ. 1206/Rev. 1).
3.         Dynamic winch brake test annual operational testing should preferably be done by lowering the empty boat (3.1 of Appendix to Annex 1 of MSC 1/Circ. 1206/Rev. 1). 
In view of the above, it is brought to the notice of Masters / Ship-owners that unless the annual Lifeboats, Launching appliances and on load release gear tests are in full compliance with SOLAS Regulation III/20, 36 MSC .1/Circ. 1206/Rev. 1 and relevant circulars on the subject issued by this Directorate, such tests would not be accepted towards annual servicing of Lifeboats, Launching appliances and on load release gear.  Therefore, Masters / Ship-owners are advised to plan the servicing, keeping in view the port restrictions on lowering Life boat in water for testing. 
Circumvention of the said guidelines on grounds of port restrictions on lowering Lifeboat in water will not be henceforth accepted. 
Informatively MSC. 1/Circ. 1206/Rev. 1 and their annexure can be referenced from the D.G.S. www.dgshipping.com, Shipping Notices, Engineering Branch, SOLAS/FFA.                     
    Sd/-
(S. Barik)
Engineer & Ship Surveyor-cum-DDG (Tech.)

	Back to ENGG circulars main page






 HYPERLINK "engcir130.htm" 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "../images/toppic.jpg" \* MERGEFORMAT \d 



