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Procedure for obtaining Certificate of Competency at the Operational Level and Management Level for ships of less than 3,000 Gross Tonnage operating in near Coastal voyages - valid for areas encompassed between the ports of Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Myanmar and Sri Lanka only and ships of less than 3,000 Gross Tonnage operating Worldwide for officers of Indian Navy or Indian Coast Guard Officers in possession of "Full Naval Watchkeeping Certificate" 
1. Certificate of Competency as Navigation Watch keeping officer (Officer In Charge of a Navigational Watch on ships of less than 3,000 Gross Tonnage operating in near Coastal voyages - valid for areas encompassed between the ports of Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Myanmar and Sri Lanka only):  
1.1 Eligibility: 
The minimum requisite seagoing service for admission to an approved Navigation Watch Keeping Officer course will be 30 months on seagoing ships of the Indian Navy or Indian Coast Guard, as a midshipman (Executive Branch) or as an Executive Branch Officer, of which at least 6 months performing independent bridge watch keeping duties on the ships of Indian Navy or Indian Coast Guard between 500 and 3,000 Gross Tonnage, or more, and at least 6 months seagoing service on a Trading Ships between 500 and 3,000 Gross Tonnage, or more engaged on duties associated with bridge watch keeping. 
(For this purpose, service on Off-shore Supply Vessels, Multipurpose Support vessels, and other non-trading ships shall be assessed at 2/3rd of the rate than that on a trading ship).  
1.2 Requirements:  
1.2.1 4 months course at LBS CAMSAR, Mumbai for NWKO - Near Coastal Voyages at the Operational Level in the following subjects:
-         Practical Navigation
-         Bridge Watch Keeping and Emergencies
-         Cargo handling and Stowage 
-         Ship Construction, Stability, Ship Safety and Environmental Protection
1.2.2        Written examination in the above subjects 
1.2.3        Oral assessment in Navigation, Cargo Handling and Ship Operation Functions at the Operational Level for near-coastal voyages (Refer to Para 3 for eligibility). 
1.3 However, Naval personnel complying with the Eligibility criteria, as above, who have performed at least 18 months sea service as independent Watch-keeping Officer at operational level on a Trading ship of above 500 GT, may, if they wish to obtain Certificate of Competency as a Second Mate of a Foreign Going Ship limited to 3,000 GT operating world wide directly, may undergo the following: 
1.3.1        4 months course at LBS CAMSAR, Mumbai for NWKO - Near Coastal Voyages at the Operational Level in the following subjects:
-         Practical Navigation
-         Bridge Watch Keeping and Emergencies
-         Cargo handling and Stowage 
-         Ship Construction, Stability, Ship Safety and Environmental Protection
1.3.2        1 month Worldwide Navigation Course at Operational Level
1.3.3        Written Examination in the subjects stated in 1.3.1 and 1.3.2
1.3.4        Oral Assessment in Navigation, Cargo Handling and Ship Operation Functions at the Operational Level for near-coastal voyages, and in 1.3.2 above simultaneously. (Refer  to para 3 for eligibility)
2. Certificate of Competency as Mate of a Home Trade Ship (Chief Mate on ships of less than 3,000 Gross Tonnage operating in near Coastal voyages - valid for areas encompassed between the ports of Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Myanmar and Sri Lanka only):
2.1 Eligibility: The minimum requisite seagoing service for an Executive Branch Officer for admission to an approved Mate of a Home Trade Ship course will be 54 months on seagoing ships of the Indian Navy or Indian Coast Guard between 500 and 3,000 Gross Tonnage, or more, of which at least 24 months performing independent bridge watch keeping duties on the ships of Indian Navy or Indian Coast Guard between 500 and 3,000 Gross Tonnage, or more, and at least 6 months seagoing service on a Trading Ships between 500 and 3,000 Gross Tonnage, or more engaged on duties associated with bridge watch keeping.  
(For this purpose, service on Off-shore Supply Vessels, Multi-purpose Support Vessels, and other non-trading ships shall be assessed at 2/3rd of the rate than that on a trading ship).  
2.2 Requirements: 
2.2.1 3 months course at LBS CAMSAR, Mumbai for Near Coastal Voyages Phase - II at the Management Level, which will encompass the relevant subjects of Phase I as detailed below: 
Phase II
                                                           i.      Navigational Aids including compasses
                                                             ii.      Naval Architecture Paper II 
                                                            iii.      Maritime Legislation
Phase I
                                                           iv.      Naval Architecture Paper I 
                                                             v.      Cargo handling and Stowage.
2.2.2        Written examination in the subjects stated above 
2.2.3        Oral assessment in Navigation, Cargo Handling and Ship Operation Functions at the Management Level for near-coastal voyages. (Refer to para 3 for eligibility). 
2.3 However, Naval personnel complying with the eligibility criteria, as above, who have performed at least 18 months sea service at Management Level on a Trading ship of above 500 GT, may, if they wish to obtain Certificate of Competency as a First Mate of a Foreign Going Ship limited to 3,000 GT operating world wide directly, may undergo the following: 
2.3.1        3 months course at LBS CAMSAR, Mumbai for Near Coastal Voyages Phase - II at the Management Level, which will encompass the relevant subjects of Phase I as detailed below: 
Phase II
-         Navigational Aids including compasses
-         Naval Architecture Paper II 
-         Maritime Legislation
Phase I
-         Naval Architecture Paper I 
-         Cargo handling and Stowage
2.3.2        1 month Worldwide Navigation Course at Management Level
2.3.3        Written Examination in the above subjects 
2.3.4        Oral Assessment in Navigation, Cargo Handling and Ship Operation Functions at the Management Level for near coastal voyages and in 2.3.2 above simultaneously. (Refer to para 3 for eligibility).  

3. An Executive Branch Officer of the Indian Navy or Indian Coast Guard, who has performed the requisite seagoing service or the Bridge watch keeping service, as above, on a naval ship or a coast guard ship but has not performed the bridge watch keeping service on a Trading ship, will be permitted to join the appropriate approved course and complete the appropriate written examination and assessment. On successful completion of the approved post-sea education and training course, examination and assessment, the candidate will be issued intimation to that effect whereby such candidates are entitled to work as a watchkeeping officer on  coastal ships after taking necessary dispensation from the Directorate in order to fulfill the criteria of  sea service requirement of 6 months on trading ship. The relevant certificate of competency will be issued only after the candidate has performed the requisite seagoing service of six months on a Home trade trading ship, on duties associated with bridge watch keeping under the supervision of the Master or a qualified officer followed by an Oral examination and assessment held by the Chief Examiner concerned. 
4. LBS CAMSAR / Naval Maritime Academy may conduct the Phase I and Phase II course in 2 months duration subject to their fulfilling the criteria of teaching hours as per the META manual for the relevant subject which are required to be taught for undertaking the examination. The above institutes may apply for approval by the Director General of shipping as per their guidelines. 
5. Naval officers and Coast Guard officers who are still in service are entitled to appear for their written examination of NCV cadre and worldwide operation. However, the requisite requirement of the sea service on a trading ship needs to be complied with at their respective phases in order to appear for oral examination at the NCV level or FG (limited to 3000 GT) as applicable, subject to complying with the conditions stated in Para 1 & 2. 
6. Candidates who have undergone Specialization in Navigation by undergoing the Long course in Navigation and Direction at the Management Level in the Indian Navy shall be exempted from the requirements of the course and written examination in all the subjects of the Navigation Function and Oral Assessment of Navigation function at both the Operational Level as well as at the Management Level.
 Sd/-
(Capt. J.S. Uppal)
Dy. Nautical Adviser to the Govt. of India
-cum-Sr.DDG(T)
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