NT BRANCH NAVIGATION CIRCULAR NO. NT 01/12

F. No:   14-NT(5)/AIS/2004 -Pt                                                 Dated: 27-11-2012
Sub: Incomplete AIS information from vessels on the NAIS - reg.
1. Background:
1.1 The National Automatic Identification System (NAIS) was dedicated to the nation on 03.08.12, for further enhancing safety of navigation and efficiency of shipping traffic management, thereby enhancing national safety, security and situational awareness.
1.2 During the operation of the NAIS, since its inception, it is observed by the Directorate General of Shipping (DGS), Govt. of India, that many Indian vessels are displaying incomplete Automatic Identification System (AIS) information such as the Maritime Mobile Service Identity (MMSI) no. only.

2. Requirements:

2.1. In these circumstances Shipping Companies, Owners, and Managers are requested to be guided by the Circular No. SN.1-Circ.227 dated 06.01.03 (Annex – I) of the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) when AIS unit is being installed on board a vessel, the required mandatory static data has to be fed in to the AIS unit of the vessel concerned, which includes, inter-alia; 
2.1.1. Name, 
2.1.2. Callsign, 
2.1.3. Ship type, 
2.1.4. MMSI no.,
2.1.5. IMO no.,
2.1.6. Length & width,
2.1.7. Location of positioning systems (e.g. GPS) antenna on board the vessel - in meters Aft of  
       Bow, Forward of the Stern, from Port and Starboard beam. 
2.1.8. Type of positioning systems – such as GPS, DGPS or LORAN-C.
2.1.9. Any other relevant data as per the make and model of the equipment concerned.
2.2. Maximum of the dynamic data inputs are to be connected to the equipment as available onboard a vessel, so that an optimum NAIS monitoring can be achieved.
3. Recommendations:

3.1. Reckoning the above, Shipping companies, Owners and Managers are advised to ensure due & timely compliance of the SOLAS regulations, with respect to inclusion of mandatory static and dynamic data. Equipments are to be kept on at all times, except in exceptional circumstances like dry docking, repairs or when laid up.

3.2. During the annual survey of vessel as per the SEQ/SRC it is requested that attending Surveyor shall test the AIS as per the IMO Circular MSC.1/Circ.1252 dated 22.10.07. (Annex – II)
4. This issues with the approval of the Nautical Advisor to the Govt. of India.
Encl.: As above.

(K.H.Mehta)
Senior Radio Surveyor
