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                                        Engine Circular No. 28
	NO: ENG/MMAM-37(2)/04          
	Dated May 28, 2004
 

	
Sub:  Guidelines for the approval of Fixed Water-Based Local Application for Use in Category A machinery Spaces



	Sir,           
            Please find enclosed herewith the Engineering Circular No. 28 for Guidelines for the approval of fixed water-based local application fire-fighting systems for use in Category A machinery spaces, for your information and necessary action.
            This may please be circulated to all concerned.  The circular is also available on the website of the Directorate : www.dgshipping.com
            This issues with the approval of the Chief Surveyor with the Government of India

 Yours faithfully,

 Sd/-
(D.Mehrotra) 
Engineer and Ship Surveyor

 

	

Engineering Circular No. 28 
 
No. : ENG/MMAM-37(2)/04                                                                        Dated:28.05.2004 
 
Subject :-  Guidelines For The Approval Of Fixed Water-Based Local Application Fire Fighting Systems For Use In Category A Machinery Spaces.
 
            As per SOLAS Amendments 2000, Regulation 10.5.6, machinery spaces of category A above 500 m3 in volume are required to be protected by an approved type of fixed water based or equivalent local application fire extinguishing system, based on the guidelines developed by IMO – MSC/Cir-913 and MSC/Cir-1082.
2.         Applicability :
            2.1.      For ships constructed on or after 1st July, 2002.
                        .1         passenger ships of 500 gross tonnage and above; and
                        .2         cargo ships of 2,000 gross tonnages and above.
            2.2.      for ships constructed before 1st July, 2002 shall 
                        .1         not later than 1st October, 2005 for passenger ships of 2,000 gross tonnage and above.
3.         Brief Description :
            3.1.      .1         In addition to the fixed fire extinguisher system, machinery spaces of      category A above 500 m3 in volume shall be protected by an approved         type of fixed water based or equivalent local application fire             extinguishing     system.
                        .2         In case of periodically unattended machinery spaces, the fire-    extinguishing system shall have both automatic and manual release    capabilities.
                        .3         In case of continuously manned machinery space; the fire-extinguishing   system is only required to have a manual release capability.
 
            3.2.      Fixed local application fire-extinguishing systems are to protect areas such as the following without the necessity of engine shutdown, personnel evacuation, or sealing of the spaces:
                        .1         the fire hazard portions of internal combustion machinery used for the     ship’s main propulsion and power generation;
                        .2         boiler fronts;
                        .3         the fire hazard portions of incinerators; and
                        .4         purifiers for heated fuel oil.
            3.3.      Activation of any local application system shall give a visual and distinct audible alarm in the protected space and at continuously manned stations.  The alarm shall indicate the specific system activated.  The system alarm requirements described within this paragraph are in addition to, and not a substitute for, the detection and fire alarm system required under chapter II-2 of SOLAS & FFA Rules 1990.
 4.        General Interpretations
            For the application of these Guidelines, the terms related to location are clarified as follows:
            .1       Protected spaces is a machinery space where local application fire-fighting system (hereinafter, referred to as “the system”) is installed.
            .2       Protected areas in an area (an installation or a part of installation) within a protected space which is required to be protected by the system.
5.         Type Approval
            .1       The D.G. Shipping shall consider type approval of the fire extinguishing system for fixed local application fire extinguishing systems, which are approved by other Maritime Administration / Classification Societies on behalf of the Maritime Administration or manufactured in India and undergone all tests as per the specification laid down by IMO, and approved by this Directorate.
            .2       Drawings / Plans are to be submitted to the Directorate for approval, prior installation of the system on board the vessel.
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