
    Crew Circular 5 of 2009
	NO:23(30)/CR/2003-III
	 Dated:01.07.2009 

	Subject:-Guidelines for placement of Supernumeraries on board Indian flag vessels--reg.

	
            This circular supercedes this Directorate's earlier Crew Branch Circular 4 of 2007 dated 20.08.2007 on the subject. 
2.         Consequent to DGS-INSA meeting held on 30.04.2008, it has been decided that no prior permission of DGS is required by owners to place supernumeraries on board their vessels.  Owners, henceforth, could place supernumeraries on board their ships, subject to self certification that following guidelines are strictly complied with; 
i)           A Supernumerary other than family members of Ship's Officers, other dignitaries and Service Engineers of manufacturer of ship specific machinery/equipment (which does not include generic repair personnel/squads etc.) is required to have undergone following basic familiarization courses as per Paragraph 1 of Section A-VI/1 of the STCW Code and should be in possession of valid certificates;
· Personal Survival Techniques.
· Fire Prevention and Fire Fighting.
· Elementary First Aid.
· Personal Safety & Social Responsibility.
In cases of family members of ships officers, scientists, other dignitaries, and service Engineers of manufacturer of ship specific machinery/equipment (which does not include generic repair personnel/squads etc who are required to board the vessels for specific purpose, appropriate familiarization training to be imparted on board vessels by the Master of the vessel. 
ii)          The Master of the vessel will ensure that supernumerary(s) are carrying out the assigned functions, keeping in view the safety practices specified in the safety manual of the ship under the ISM Code. 
iii)         Total number of individuals (souls) on board the vessel including the Master, Officers, crew, family members of officers and other Supernumeraries shall not exceed (a) LSA Capacity of the vessel as per the Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate and (b) the certified accommodation of the vessel excluding family members, who are to be accommodated with the respective officers.  
iv)        In exceptional cases, where the total number of individuals (souls) on board the vessel exceeds the certified accommodation, due to supernumeraries, as per the Certificate of Indian Registry, the ship owner shall ensure that the accommodation facility being provided to the supernumerary(s), will not come in the way of accommodation of crew. 
V)         The Shipowner/Manager should ensure that appropriate insurance cover from Indian insurance companies or from P&I club of the vessel is obtained for such supernumeraries, for the proposed period of voyage as applicable to the seafarers constituting the regular crew, as per the NNB/MUI agreement. 
vi)         The Shipowner/Manager should ensure that in the contract of agreement with the supernumerary(s), requisite clause is incorporated to indicate the responsibility for the repatriation of stranded supernumerary(s) or provision for repatriation of mortal remains of the deceased supernumerary(s), as the case may be. 
vii)        The Shipowner will also ensure that the mess facilities provided to the supernumerary(s) will not be at the cost of the facilities being provided to the officers and crew of the vessel. 
viii)       It shall be ensured that the supernumerary(s) shall have no claim to apply for a Continuous Discharge Certificate-cum-Seafarers' Identity Document (CDC). 
ix)        Placement of supernumerary(s) on board the vessel should be bare minimum, clearly linked with the nature of work to be executed and also specify the duration of stay which is necessary to carry out the work when in any case should not exceed 4 months. 
3.         Shipowners may kindly note that carriage of supernumeraries, in violation of these guidelines, would be viewed seriously by the DGS. In case of any Port State Control detention of the vessel on account of carriage of supernumeraries in violation of these guidelines or during any audit of the record of supernumeraries vis a vis mandatory provisions, the company's General Trading License would be liable to be forthwith suspended by DGS.  
4.         Shipowners would forward quarterly returns (Annex 'A') to the Directorate, indicating names of supernumerary, name of vessel, name of company and duration for which supernumeraries have been carried on board Indian vessel. 
5.         This issues with the approval of Director General of Shipping & Ex-Officio Addl. Secretary to Government of India.
        Sd/-
(Capt. H. Khatri)
Dy. Director General of Shipping
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