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Date: 01.08.2025
File No.: 23-POL/6/2025-CREW - DGS

DGS Order No. 08 of 2025

TheDirectorateGeneralofShipping(DGS),MinistryofPorts,shippingand

Waterways, Govemment of India, is the central authority for the regulation of maritime

training and certification in India under the Merchant Shipping Act' 1958' the MS

(STCW) Rules, 2014, and other instruments framed under the Govemment of India

(Allocation of Business) Rules'

2. Maritime education and training provided to lndian seafarers are required to meet

strict national and intemational standards as prescribed by the Intemational Maritime

Organization (IMO) and enforced by the Directorate' The Directorate ensures compliance

withtheSTCWConvention,lgT8asamended'andisresponsibleforsafeguardingthe

quality and credibility of seafarer training in lndia'

3. It has been brought to the attention of this Directorate that certain foreign

governments, maritime administrations' and their representatives have authorized private

training centers for conducting maritime training courses leading to issuance of STCW

certificate of competencies [coc] and certificate of proficiencies [coP] within Indian

territory. However, many of the private training centers claiming to have authorization

from foreign maritime administrations do not have approval of the Director General of



4.Suchactivitiesareunauthorizedandincontraventionoflndianlawand

intemational obligations, and they undermine the regulatory authority of the Indian

Maritime Administration. section 86 of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1958 clearly

provides that the training of seafarers shall be such as may be prescribed' and further

emphasizes that:

,,No training shall be deemed to be valid unless it is of such standard and type as may be

approvedbytheCentralGovemmentandinnocaseinferiortothatprovidedunderthe

authority of the Central Govemment or its recognized institutions'"

5. In view ofthe above, it is hereby directed that:

NoforeignGovemment,MaritimeAdministration,Agency,Institution,orrepresentatlve

shallconduct,promote'authorize,ordelivermaritimetrainingwithintheterritoryof

IndialeadingtoissuanceofCoCandCoP'sunderprovisionsoftheSTCWConvention,

asamended-includingonlineordistanceleamingaccessibleinlndia-withoutprior

written approval ofthe Director General of Shipping'

6. Any entity found in violation of this directive shall be liable for regulatory and

legal action, including but not limited to:

6.1 Blacklisting oflndian institutions or agents or seafarers involved

6.2ReferraltoenforcementauthoritiesundertheMSActandthelnformation

Technology Act.

6.3 Rejection of certifications or training outcomes arising from such unauthorized

courses.

8. Any foreign ad

submit a formal ProPo

7. All DG Shipping Ship owners, Ship Managers, approved Maritime Training

Institutes(MTIs),RPSLCompaniesandrelatedstakeholdersareadvisednotto

collaborate with any unapproved foreign training providers and to report any such offers

or attempts to the Directorate without delay'

ministration intending to conduct maritime training in lndia must

sal to the Directorate seeking prior approval, with full details of:
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8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4

Course outline and compliance with STCW standards

Institutional and trainer credentials

Location and mode ofdelivery (in-person or online)

Partnership details with any DGS approved institutes'

g. Any institution who is already conducting STCW Courses leading to the issuance

ofSTCWCertificateofCompetencyorCertificateofProficiencyincludingshortduration

modularcoursesonbehalfofForeignMaritimeAdministrationmuststopallsuch

raining with immediate effect and submit all required details to DGS for scrutiny and

further investigation.

l0.ThisOrderisissuedintheinterestofmaintainingthesanctity'sovereignty'and

intemational credibility of India's maritime training system' and to ensure that no Indian

seafarer receives substandard or unregulated training from 
'nauthorized 

foreign sources.

(ShYam Jagannathan)

Director General of ShiPPing
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