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(i) Name of Boards, Council, Committee etc.: statutory advisory body 

(ii) Composition: 16 member (01 chairman+15 member) 

(iii) Dates from which constituted: Term/ Tenure: 30.04.2025 

(iv) Whether their meetings are open to the public? No 

(v) Whether the minutes of the meetings are open to the public: No 

(vi) Place where the minutes if open to the public are available? No 
 

1. NATIONAL SHIPPING BOARD: The National Shipping Board (NSB) has 

been constituted for a period of two years with effect from 30.04.2025, with Shri 

Sameer Kumar Khare, Retired IAS, as the current Chairman and Shri Nebu 

Ommen as the Secretary. 

The National Shipping Board (NSB) is a statutory advisory body under the 

Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Government of India. Its main role is 

to advise the central government on matters related to the shipping and maritime 

sector. 

Key Roles and Functions of the National Shipping Board: 

1. Policy Advisory: 

The NSB advises the government on policy matters related to: 

o Merchant shipping 

o Port development 

o Maritime safety 

o Maritime education and training 

2. Development of Shipping Industry: 

It supports the growth and modernization of the Indian shipping industry 

by suggesting reforms and improvements. 

3. Port and Maritime Infrastructure: 

Provides recommendations for efficient and sustainable port development 

and infrastructure improvement. 

4. Welfare of Seafarers: 

Ensures the well-being of Indian seafarers, including training, working 

conditions, safety, and social security. 

5. Promotion of Indian Tonnage: 

Encourages registration of more ships under the Indian flag to boost Indian 

maritime presence globally. 

6. Review of Shipping Laws: 

Recommends changes in maritime laws to align them with international 

conventions and practices. 

7. Support Maritime Trade: 
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Promotes initiatives to enhance India’s share in global maritime trade and 

improve the logistics chain. 

 Legal Framework: 

• The Board was constituted under Section 4 of the Merchant Shipping 

Act, 1958. 

• It consists of representatives from the government, ship owners, seafarers, 

port authorities, and maritime training institutions. 
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NATIONAL WELFARE BOARD FOR SEAFARERS 

 
The Government of India has reconstituted the National Welfare Board for Seafarers for 

promoting the welfare of the seafarers. It consists of 11 members representing the Government, 

industry and the seafarers. This Board is headed by the Union Minister of Shipping. 

 
The meetings of the above bodies are not open to public and the minutes are circulated 

amongst the Board members and concerned Departments. The information pertaining to any of the 

topic discussed in the meetings would be available with the concerned Departments. 

More details are available on  
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