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Subject:
Statutory Certilication and Services of Indian ships by the

Recognised Organizations (ROs) - reg.

WHEREAS, Article 94 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the

Sea 1982 (UNCLOS'82) requires every flag State to effectively exercise its
jurisdiction and control in administrative, technical and social matters over

ships flying its flag, inter-alia through statutory surveys and certifications as

aoplicable to ensure its compliance at all times within the provisions of the

relevant international conventions and ndtional legislation to ensure prevention

of maritime casualties and marine pollution from ships.

WHEREAS the above referred international conventions, inter-alia, regulation

I/6 of the 1974 SOLAS Convention and regulation 4 of Annex I and regulation

10 of Annex II of MAMOL 73178, provide that the Administration may entrust

such inspections and surveys to Recognized Organizations specifically notified
for the purpose

WHERAS the said statutory sulveys of the Indian flag vessels are required to
be undertaken by the surveyors specifically appointed for the purpose by the

Govemment of India under Section 9 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1958, as

amended.

WHEREAS, in line with international practices in this regard and considering
the inadequacy of qualified surveyors with the goverrunent and the

inconveniences that arc liable to be caused to the ship owners thereby, the

Govetnment of India, vide its official gazette notification No.S.O.204a(E)

DG Shinnins Order No. 6 of 2013,

-



dated 06.09.201I autl-;iized ten Recognised Organizations (ROs) to undertake

statutory certificatiot: and services of the Indian flag vessels, subject to

appropriate bilateral i€.'eements with the Government of India and respective

Recognised Organizai',;l detailing modalities of such services delegated.

WHEREAS the releva,rt IMO guideiines, particularly Resolutions A.73g(1g)

& 4,,789(19) read al'-:-g with the proposed mandatory Code for Recognised

Organizations (ROs) iequire the flag States to verif, that the organizations

recognized to perforn: statutor.v certification and services on its behalf fulfill
the requirements of tr.c applicable international conventions and the national

Iegislations, as the casc may be, and for this purpos:, the Administration is

mandated to establish, anplement, monitor, review and improve an 'oversight

programme', includir:.i detailed procedural guidelines for the conduct of
statutory functions on- its behalf, as necessary.

NOW THEREFORII. tJre Director-General of Shipping, in exercise of the

powers vested in him u-rder Sect.9 (1A) of the Merchant Shipping Act 1958, as

amended read. along with the Govemment of India notification No.

S.O.2044(E) dated 05.09.2011, hereby issues the following procedure, as

annexed to this order, for the statutory suryey, . ce(ification and associated

services ofthe Indian flag ships by the Reoognised organizations as notified by

the Govemment of India, for the purpose from time to time.

Encl: Annexurc
o

l. The Principal OfficCrs/ Mercantile Marine Department, Mumbai/Kolkata/ Chennai/
Kandla/Cochin.

2. The Surveyor-in-chaige, Mercantile Marine Department, Goa/Jamnagar/Port Blair /
Visakhapatanam /Tuticorin Noida/Haldia/ Paradip /Mangalore.

3. All Classification Societies.
4. Indian National Shipgers Association (INSA), Mumbai
5. All Shipping Compri.ies
6. The Chief Surveyor -,dth the Govt. of India
7. The Nautical Adviscr to lhe Govt. of India
8. Engineering Branch
9. Nautical Branch
10. Hindi Cell
I l. Guard file.
12. Computer Cell

Director General of Shipping & ex-officio
Additional Secretary to the Govt. of India

tam Chatterjee)
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Procedure for
the Statutory Certification and Services oflndian ships by

the Recognised Organizations (ROs) - reg.

This order applies to all Indian oargo ships as per seotion 3(1) of the MS Act
1958 as amended, regardless of their size, naturo of voyage:or location of survoy and
covers the notified Recognised Organizations (ROs) of the GOI from time to time,
subjeot to the scope of the valid bllateral agreemont between the respective

Classification Society and the Government oflndia.

1.2 This notice supersedes the MSL Branch oircular No. I of 2008 dated 02.07 .2008
and partialiy modifies MS Notice ll of 2Cf7 dated 26.09.2007 as expressly provided

1.t

in this circular,

2. Statutorv Survevs:

2.1 This order encompasses all the stafutory surveys, audits and assooiated

services of any Indian cargo ship, under the following Intemational oonventions,

except the intormediate Safety Equipmont (SEQ) surveys and Port State / Flag Stato

inspections or othor assooiated inspections unless e:rpressly provided otherwise:-

2.1.1 International Convention for the Safety oflife at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, as amendcd.

2.1.2 International Convention for the Prevention ofPollution from Ships, 1973, as modified
by the Protocol of 1978 relating thereto and by the Protocol of 1997 (MARPOL).
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2.1.3 Convention on the Intemational Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea

(coLREC),1972.

2.1.4 Internationil convention on the control of Harmful Anti-fouling systems on ships

(AFS),2001.

2.1.5 International Convention on Tonnage Measurement of Ships (TONNAGE)' 1969'

2.1.6 International Convention on Load Lines (LL), 1966 as amended by 1988 Protocol'

Or
Zli.7 any ott er Convention in force as may be notified by the Directorate'

2.2 TheReoognised Organization undertaking statutory surveys as above shall be

guided by the applicable intemational conventions & codes including IACS

Irii"l,"* nationai acts, rules or any other cuideline1 / circulars issued by IMo /

iGS in this regtrd, as applicable at tho time ofundortaking such surveys'

3.1 The current regimc of the Mercantile Marine Departments (Mt@o issuing the

full term certificates is discontinued and henc6fOrth' any Reoognised Organization

undertaking the renbwal surveys shall also issue tho full term statutory certificate

without waiting for any further ' approval from the Adminiskation provided the

renewal survoys have been satisfactorily completed. However, any liability, even if
notional, arising out of such a certification shall be the responsibility of the

organization which undertakes the concerned survey and the certification thereto, as

mentioned in the respective agteements with the Administration'

3.2 The Ros shall ensure that appropriate reoords as per the intomational praotices /

national legislations are rhaintained, to demonstfate the achievement of the roquired

standards in the terms covered by the statutory certification services performed and

shallbomadereadilyaccessible,includingone-modeforverificationasandwhen
required by the authorities, authorised by the Directorate General of Shipping'

P a g e | 2 of 9 Annexure to the DGS Order No'6 of 2013V

2.3 Indian Register of shipping shall continue to be the 'Assigning authority' for the

initialassignmentofloadlineunderthelntemationalConventionon-LoadLinos
Oii ifool"t Protoool, as por the respective GoJ notifrcatiorl rto.fvler' afl
\*-" - - - -'. 

Recognised organizations as
ir .' -,:-L^-, L-. rL^ -L:-

subsqquent surveys may be undertaken by other J

I.I
-i

:

)

I
I
I



Pa ge l3of9 Annexure to the DGS Order No.6 of 2013

4.1 IMO Resolution A.739(18) ', "Guidelines for the authorization of
organizations acting on behalf of the Administration,, read along with the proposed
mandatory code for Recognised organizations, mandates the maritime administration
to establish, implement and maintain an "over sight prorgamme,, which includes
"supplementary surveys" by the Adminishation to ensure that ships entitled to fly its
flag, comply with the requirements of the appticable intemational instruments and the
national requirements, which supplement the intemational mandatory requirements.

4.3 However, such surveys oan be undertaken by any of the Recognised
Organizations authorized for the purpose while the vossel is trading exclusively in
foreigri waters during the window period for the abovo referred surveys, unless tho
Directorate General of Shipping advises otherwise in speoific cases

4,4 All other statutory surveys can be undertaken by any of the recognized
organization notified by the GOI, at the choice of tle ooncerned ship owner.
However, the renewal surveys of the Safoty Construction (SAFCON), Safety Radio
(SRT) and MARPOL Annex-I (OPP) of Indian ships while being undertaken in India
shall have the compulsory participation of a surveyor from the Administration. The
respeotive Recognised Organizations undcrtaking tho above surveys in India are
advised to intimate the nearest Mercantile Marine Department well in advanoe, to
facilitate participation of the Administration surveyor in suoh surveys, subject to case

oase waiver by the concerned Ofiiicer on account of

4.2

external



The owners anc expected to arango the n""eisary@
surveyors, but no additional fee is to be paid, except the visit fees of the surveyors
deployed for inspecting the vessel. The Administration surveyors, subsequent to their
attending such surveys shall make necessary endorsement in the relevant .survey

report' to enable the renewal of the respective certificate by the concemed Ro,
without any further approval of the Adminishation.

5. Annroval of Plans. Drawinss. Manuals & Bboklets:

5 '{ *nos undertaking statutory surveys 
_ 

of these ships shail confirm that the prans,
drawings, booklets or manuals-are duly approved by a Recognised ongu"i;lio"' notified by the GoI and generaily_compry with appricable na.s.*Rures, d;;l;r,
codes or other guidelines / circulars islued by ivto I ocs in tt i, ,"ga.4 prJoito
the issuance of respective statutory certificates to a vessel. a"y a""iutIo" lilr"*ua
shall be informed to tho vessel in writing for prompt rectificatii, 

", 
.ppi"iii"t" *a

in no case beyond a period ofthree months.

5's #-N-ame, designation and signature with date of the person authorized to certiff
such drawings / booklets / manuars etc need to be iegibly mentionod in such
approvals, failing which, the local representativo of the cJncernea no srrari certity
the veracifl of such documents,

!

.t

,l
I
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5.1 Any plan, drawing, manual or booklet towards the issuance of statutory
certification of an existing vessel undergoing change of flag to India registry, shall

by any Recognised organization as notified by the GoI, on beharf of any other
Administration. No further approval from the DGS or any other Ro is required in
these cases, provided no substantial deviation from the applicable national or
intemational instruments, affecting the safety of lives or proteotion of the
environment is reported during the statutory inspection and certifioation seflices

ng any plan, drawing, .uorri o, boott.t u,
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6. TVne anproval of Products & Equipments:

6.1 Any product, equipment, material or appliances shall be deemed to be accepted

by the Indian administration for the use on its ships, if such produc! equipment,
material or appliance is certified for its compliance with applicable intemational
instruments

Type Approval if applicable), or by any of the Recogrised Organization notified by
the GOI, on behalf of the relevant maritime adminishation and carrying evidentiary
test rcports, acoording to the latest IMO Codes / guidelines, as applicable. The

6.2 The gertification of the equipment/material/appliances manufactured in India,

use on board ships, shall be undertakcn o<olusively by the Indian Register of

signal, communio*ion and other

ponsible for offeotively monitorhg appropriate supervision by the IRS for having

and may undertake

aDUllaxs,!l'.
:. '- -:

6.3 IW-s Indian Registor of Shipping shall maintain and publish on its websito an

updated list of such manufricturers approved on behelf of the GOI along with tho

details of lheir approvals, including their validity. The Prinoipal Ofifrcer of the

MMDs, urider whose jurisdiction such manufacturing facilities function shall be

whioh shall be atleast twioe in five years, with the intervals between two such

inspections not being less tlran two years, The Principal Oflicer shall maintain

appropriately consolidated annual reports for every calendar year to demorctrate
due compliance of this sub-pra.

6.4 Servicing of equipment / appliances, needing mandatory witnessing by the
survoyols of the administratioq horrafter oan be undertaken by a duly qualified

surveyor of any of the GOI and certi{ied to that afleot with
full identifioation details of suoh surveyor with date. However, the approval of such

service stations shall continue to be undortaken by the Directorate as por the existing
procedures in this regard.



ir facilities are enjoined tP

be mindful of their obligatiofl to ensure that all equipment/materials/appliances used

onshipsareinconformitywiththeapplicablenationalandinternalionalrequirements
in this regard and approved by the compeient agency' authorized.for the purpose' The

conilitiorimentionsd at sub-para 5.4 shall apply to this sub-para also.

7. Audi$i

7.1 The Interim,.Initial and Renewal audits for the issuance of Safety Management

Certificate(SMC)oflndianshipsinaccordancewithlnternationalSafety
frf*rg".* (SM) Code shall be undertaken.by the duly qualifiod auditors of the

irii",i n"gitr"t of Shipping, who may issue interim / short term oertificates for a

periodof-maximumsixmontf"anaforwardtheauditreporttotheDirectorate
'G.n"rulofShippingwithin15daysfromthedateofsatisfactorycompletionofsuch

audits, for the issuance of Full term cortificate as eligible'

T.3TheauditstowardsthelntemationalshipSecuritycertificationfortheships
required as per Intemational Ship and Port Security (ISPS) Code Tl t* i'*p:ttl-'
towardstheissuanceofstatementofCompliancefortheMaritimeLabour
Convention(MLc)2006shallbeundertakenbyttrelRSasthecasemaybe,unless
exprossly clarified otherwise by the ISPS / MLC oell of the Directorate'

8. Notilication to the Adrninistration'

S.lRelevantlMoguidelines,particularlyResolutionsA.T3g(19)&A.789(19)read
alongwitlrtlreproposodmandatoryCodeforRecognisedorganizations@os),
require the following:

.!
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ofaudit,thePrinoipalofficermaycofltactthelsMcelloftheDirectorateforfurther
guidance.
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I

g.1.1 the concerned RO shall notis the nearest_Mercantile Marine Department

and simultun"orrty to the pSC/rSi cell of the Directorate, imrnediately upon

becoming aware of a sifuation, during surveys, inspections, audits or otherwise'

involving a major deficiency, o1. ,"rii6 saflty / security / environment related

non-conforman;e, that *ould normally be considered sufficient to detain a ship

from proc".ainJio sea pending rectification. Principal officers of. the MMDs

*oy d"uf with 
-the 

"ur. 
u, deemed necessary as per extant rules / guidelines'

in"i"ai"g re-inspection of the vessel by the {epartmental 
surveyors' as ne'essary'

Suoh notification need to bo made fooi-proof by a telephone call by the Ro to the

concerned official of the DGS &MMDs'

g.1.2 the RO shall notiff the ISM Cell of the Directorate immediately upon

becoming u*ur" or a situation aboard a ship or within a company involving a

majopor,-.orior.it, as defined in the Guidelines on the Implementation of the

Intornational safety Management (ISM) co{e 
- 
(resolution AJA22 Q6)' as

amendod) and follow-up thJsamc by,way of telephone call to the ISM in-charge

;irffi;birr"t*utu, or failing which,the Chief Surveyor with the GoL

8.1.3 the Ro strall report to the Directorate in writing thq nqn:s and officiat

;r-ua;, if applioabte; of arrr ship remoyed from the RO's list of classed/Srtified

*trr i;r *til1, thc RO had performed statutory certifioation 'and services' on

cerned Ro shalt notifi the Directorate of any oxtension to the

condition of class,(CoC), if imposed earlier on aRy Indian ship, and in any case

shall nor r*tu r**rory certificatelwith any pending COC unless concurenco

, in this regard is obtained from the Adminishation'

the Administration do not
S.2However,theabovementionednotifioationsto
;.;*rrrtf, ubroln" a Reoognised Oiganization from demonshably disoharging its

fundamental responsibilities as a classifioation sooioty and its obligations to fulfill the

Procedural Requirements (PRs) of the IACS as applicable'

9. Grant of Exgmptions.i

Any non-complianoe with M.s Rules / convention provisions /deficienoy noted during

statutory surveys or plan appioyals or even othenvise during change of flag / new

oonstruction, noeding exemptions for continued vessel operation' shall bo

"or*rniratla 
to tnebCS along with the recommendation in this regar! from the

conoerned Ro and the concurrence of the Administration obtained prior to issuance of

statutory certificates / approval of plans / booklets eto. or any exernptions thereto'

subject to tt 
" 

prouitiont of th" MS Nofu
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10. Oualification of Survevors:

10.1 The Govemment oflndia, taking into account the technical expertise required, the

findings of certain serious marine casualties and the disoharge of responsibility

expected of the surveyors undertaking statutory firnctions involving public-safety

mandated under the Merchant Shipping Act 1958 as amended, has prescribed the

qualification and experience of such surveyors, tlrough the Act, rules and orders issued

by the competent authority from time to time.

10.2 The qualification and experience of the surveyors undertaking such delegated

statutory functions by the ROs shall not be lower than those of the Governrnent

surveyors rmdertaking similar functions, as mentioned above, unless there are cogent

justifications to establish no compromise on the quality of the services so rendered as

delegated by the GOI, and approved thereof by the Directorate General of Shipping and

not incompatible with the respeotive agreemenls with the ROs.

Sr.No Designation Qualification ,

1. Certificate of Competency (Master
foreigrr going) with E yeais service as
'Deck OIIicer.

2. A degree in Naval Architecture from a
recogniznd University or equivalent &
ten (1O) years practical experience in
designr' construction and repair of
ships.

3. Engineer & Ship;
Surveyor

Certificate of competency of Marine .

Engineer OIIicer Class-I or equivalent
with five (5) years service at sea.

10,4. The above requirements ars without prejudice to the rights of a Classification

Sooioty to deoide on the qualifioation of suweyots undertaking exolusive surveys for
the issuanoe of certificates, other than the statutory certificates delegated by the GOI,

inter-alia the Certificate of Class as issued by the Society.

Pagc l8of9 Annexure to the DGS Order No.U ,r rO13 

qft

I
I''l

,.i
1:

!

I

Sqveyors,, Ship

Nautical Surveyor

Ship Surveyor



11. Control & Monitorinq:

1 1 .1 Recognising the technical expertise required and the responsibility expected of
the statutory funotions involving safety of lives and protection of marine environmenl

mandated under the Merchant Shipping Act 1958 as amended, the followhg
monitoring and conhol measures are to be ensured by the respective Recognised

Organizations to demonstrate the competcnce, transparency and accountability as

envisaged under the applicable IMO instuments:

I l. 1.1 All the Recognised Organizations shall offer themselves for annual

periodical audits by the maritime administration well in advance to have its

overall performance evaluated with respect to tho implementation of
adminishative proccssos, procedures and resources nec,essary to meet its
obligations as required by the applicablo national and inte,rnalional instruments.

11.1.2 ROs undertaking statutory functions on behalf of the GOI, shall fall

und€r the .scope of all the publio and ;government monitoring mechanisms as

applioable and shall be liable for any legal or finanCial Iiabilitios that may ariso

out of buoh delegated funotions undertaken; as mentioned in the agreoment; I

12. In case any provision in this Annorure is inconsistent wittr the cr(hnt agreoment

with the ROs, the sarne need to be brought to the notioe of the Directorate General of
Shipping for frr4her necessary aotion in such regard,

This annexure to the DGS order 6 of 2013 is issued with the approval of the

competent authority and comes into effect as follows:-

(a)For sub-parat 4.2, 4.4 & 7.2 from I't October 2013.
(b)For all other sub-para: from the'date ofissue ofthis order.

Surveyor cum

(Ajith
Engincer &

Annerure to tho DGS Order No.6 of 2013Page l9of9


